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Thesis Statement Outline - The Cuban Crisis
I. Introduction
a. Hook: The Cuban Missile Crisis that occurred in October 1962 almost triggered a nuclear war, and it is among the closest events to causing a world war. The crisis was a result of a confrontation between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.  Missiles placed in Cuba which is only 90 miles off the United States of America’s coast by the Soviets was the cause of the confrontation. 
b. Connecting the hook and the thesis statement: at this point, the world was literally on the hands of Premier Nikita Khrushchev and the president of the John F. Kennedy. Efforts of preventing the ignition of the war were sought through engaging the two men but all in vain.  After their meeting, Premier Khrushchev left convinced that the US president then was a weak leader.  That’s why the arbitration did not bear fruit.
c. Thesis: The cause of the Cuban Missile Crisis can be attributed by the U.S. efforts of placing nuclear heads in Turkey next to the Soviet Union while undermining the communist revolution in Cuba as a result of ideological differences causing the Soviet Union to retaliate by placing nuclear missiles in Cuba.

II. Background
a. History
1.   Major happenings in the U.S. George pg 45; Scott pg, 9
2.   Major happenings in Soviet Union. George pg 48; Scott pg 14
3.   How he arms race as explained ushered in the era in which both countries   develop nuclear weapons to protect themselves from external intrusions. Blight pg, 10; Scott, pg, 105; George pg 24.
4.   The development of weapons; Blight pg, 66; Gibson pg 2; Scott pg 8, 40, 105.
b. Strategies
1.   The strategies used by the Soviet Union to rally its population to support the cause. Blight, 6; Scott pg 105; Gibson pg 13.
2.   The youth as the target of anti-American propaganda. Blight pg, 22; Scott pg 14
3.   The propaganda George pg 12; Scott pg 62
4.   How the Soviet Union succumbed to the pressures from the U.S. dissonant voices from its population. Blight pg, 120; Scott pg 105, 112; 121
c. Communication-
1.   The exchange of letters between the Soviet Union and America. Gibson pg 12; Gibson pg, 35; Scott pg 125
2.   How the exchange affected decision making and almost led to a nuclear war. Gibson pg, 90; George pg, 111.
III. Intelligence 
a. US intelligence
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]  How American intelligence failed to predict and unearth the plans by the Soviet Union. Blight pg, 18-19; Scott pg 3; George pg, 70.
2.   How to improve intelligence in the future. Blight pg 20; George pg, 7; Scott pg, 104; 
b. The Soviet Union intelligence 
1.   How the Soviet Union intelligence exceeded US intelligence - Blight pg, 64-66
IV. End of crisis
a. Secret negotiations
1.   Khrushchev’s message, George pg 27; Gibson pg 22; blight pg, 38.
2.   Robert F. Kennedy’s message, George pg 27; Scott pg 77.
3.   Information on the communication approaches used during this period and what can be said on their effectiveness when making decisions. Blight pg 124; Scott pg, 105.
b. Lessons learned lessons learned from the crisis. Blight pg, 121 – 122; Kozovoi pg, 19; George pg 113.
c. The efforts that the world have put to contain the use of nuclear in the future. Blight pg, 127; Kozovoi pg, 23.
d. Lessons on the use of propaganda in advancing interests of the nation. Blight pg 120; Scott pg, 176; George pg, 112.
e. A reflection on the crisis is provided on what the country should do in case of future events. Blight pg 129; George 113.


V. Conclusion
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